we are grateful for their global positive evaluation and for their critical vision on our article. 2 The reasons for having included 16 tracheostomized patients in our study were: failure of noninvasive ventilation because of insufficient cultural collaboration of patient and family (two cases), need for high insufflation pressure, higher than the closing pressure of the upper esophageal sphincter, by associated frequent asthmatic attacks (one case), and previously performed tracheostomy on intensive care (13 cases).
